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“Mind Your Stops.” 

Inattention to punctuation may sometimes 
prove costly, as is shown by one of the latest 
of the many anecdotes to that effect. Dur- 
ing a wealthy man’s absence from New York 
his wife is said to have desired to make a pur- 
chase of laces amounting in value to two thou- 
sand dollars. Having telegraphed to him for 
his permission she received the generous an- 
swer, ‘‘No price too high.’” Accordingly she 
proceeded to buy the laces and other goods to 
the value of eight thousand dollars. The hus- 
band on his return learning the result of his 
telegram, asked to see it, was surprised, and 
said nothing. What he had written was: 
**No.—Price too high.” 

Here the failure to observe a stop in the right 
place, cost some one over six thousand dol- 
lars. Little points are little things, but 
**faithfulneas in a little thing is a great thing.” 
The whole meaning of an important law is 
said to have turned on a comma, and all our 
language would be meaningless without inter- 
vals between the words. Some men have 
saved their accumulated wealth by knowing 
when to stop making money, and some have gone 
over precipices by not stopping one step ear- 
lier than they did. The intervals in a fever 
are as much a part of its cure as are the par- 
oxysms to throw off the cause; and the halt 
which winter calls to agriculture are as essen- 
tial to the productiveness of the farm, as a 
season of sleep for a man to doa good day’s 
work. ‘‘While the earth remaineth, seed time 
and harvest, cold and heat, summer and win- 
ter, and day and night shall not cease.” (Gen. 
viii: 8.) 

In every work it is important to know our 
right stopping places. Happy are they who 
have so learned the reproofs of instruction, 
as to feel the inward check of spirit in every 
proceeding just where the monition says: 
“‘Thus far shalt thou go, and no farther.” 
Of how many a ruin would they thus rest on 
the safe side! How many a disaster, some- 
times very far-reaching, would have been pre- 
vented had the inward check to a single word 
been heeded! Let Him who is laying out for 
each one of usour divine biography to walk in, 
be trusted to put in his own punctuation 
marks, whether temporary rests or final pe- 
riods, just when He pleases. 


We hear it said that ‘‘the gospel is a gospel 
of go;” and most people view a locomotive as 


































built for no other purpose than to go. The 
view lately arose, that if the service of the 
engine were occupied in just that one purpose 
of going, the first trip of its train would be its 
last, and perhaps other trains also be ruined 
on its trackway. No,—the usefulness of the 
engine cunsists in its stopping at the right 
stations. It is worse than useless if it runs 
for mere running, or halts at its own whim in 
the wilderness or on a bridge or marsh;—use- 
less or ruined except as it is responsive to 
the touch of the conductor within, to stop at 
the appointed stations, there to discharge all 
that does not belong to its further going, and 
to take in fresh lives and goods for the next 
movement. The acceptable service of the loco- 
motive will consist in waiting and going, ac- 
cording to signal from the conductor. Some- 
times a train seems to wait unaccountably long, 
yet no sane passenger would dare to put forth 
a hand to start it a single foot. 

So ‘‘what I do thou knowest not now, but 
thou shalt know hereafter,’’ is the Master’s 
word to many a hindered spirit, shut in from 
its coveted course by sickness or duties to 
others. George Fox’s several ‘years of im- 
prisonment served not for nothing in spiritual 
progress, nor in their lading and unlading of 
values for us. We find ourselves often stopped 
and frustrated in our proposed career, only to 
get time to be enriched and to be saved from 
being shattered. 

It is to be feared we miss many a duty by 
rushing past it, and lose many a communion 
with our Lord by over-haste to get on. Move- 
ment is always loss and wrong when stopping 
is called for, and standing still is equally wrong 
when it is sloth and lingering. For working 
or waiting devout watching is always called 
for, to learn when to stop and when to move. 
The church is sorely impoverished for much 
ministry that consents not to know when to 
start, and for much that knows not when to 
stop. ‘‘Mind your stops’’ that seem attended 
with authority. To be impatient of them is 
as dangerous as is lethargy to move when the 


oon 


ery comes ‘‘Go forward!’ 
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THE door is open, and I see an innumerable 
company of saints, of angels and the spirits of 
just men which I long to be unbodied to be with; 
but not my will but thine be done, Oh Lord! 
| cannot utter, nor my tongue express, what 
I feel of that light, life and love that attends 
me, which the world can neither give nor take 
away from me. My sins are washed away by 
the blood of the Lamb that was slain from the 
foundation of the world! All rags and filthi- 
ness are taken away and in room thereof love 
and good will for all mankind. Oh that we 
may become more united in the church mili- 
tant and nearer resemble the church trium- 
phant! Oh, that we all might make such an 
end as I believe I have in prospect: for it is 
all light, all life, all love, and all peace. The 
light that I see is more glorious than the sun 
in the firmament! Come, Lord Jesus Christ! 
come when thou pleasest; thy servant is ready 
and willing, into thy hands I commit my spirit. 
Not my will, but thine be done, Oh Lord! | 
am near to enter that harmony with Moses and 
the Lamb, where they cry ‘‘Holy! holy! holy!’’ 

I cannot express the joy I feel. If any in- 
quire after me, after my end, let them know 
all is well with me.—.Joseph White, 1777. 

To ALL THE INHABITANTS OF ENGLAND, AND 
TO ALL THAT DWELL UPON THE FACE OF THE 
EARTH —God alone is the teacher of his peo- 
ple. He hath given to every one a measure 
of grace, whieh is the light that comes from 








Who wait in that Light come to know the only 
true God and Father of Light, in Christ Jesus, 
who is the way to Him. This I witness to all 
the sons of men:—that I came not to the 
knowledge of Eternal life by the letter of the 
Scripture, nor by hearing men speak of the 
name of God. I came to the true knowledge 
of the Scriptures, and to the eternal rest in 
Christ of which they testify, by the inspiration 
of the Spirit of Jesus, the Lion of the tribe of 
Judah, who alone is found worthy to open the 
seals of the book. — William Dewsbury. 


The “Tract Repository” to be Replaced by 
“The Select Miscellany: 

For a long series of years our friend David 
Heston has published monthly a collection of 
valuable matter for general reading, which 
has upheld the highest standard of life and 
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conduct, and has been an encourager of moral 
virtue based on gospel good in all respects. 
We would not know where to find better selec- 
tions of improving reading for the mass of the 
people than those contained in the volumes of 
the Tract Repository. 

Although our friend, perhaps by reason 
of advancing years, feels now excused from 
this service, yet it is with satisfaction that 
we have received the announcement that an- 
other Friend, who has been a practical coad- 
jutor in the publication, is concerned to con- 
tinue the work, in a paper almost identical in 
size and character, which will be known as 
The Select Miscellany. 

The object of the publisher being to furnish 
to those who desire it, a carefully selected 
miscellany of religious and moral reading, 
the circulation will necessarily depend some- 
what on the co-operation of individuals who 
feel a similar concern. 

This work is largely one of faith and benev- 
olence on the part of the publisher, and our 
thoughtful attention is requested. Are there 
not within easy access of the reader those who 
would gladly read this Miscellany, yet who 
feel unable to subscribe for it; and to such as 
these, as well as many others, will not such 
an effort to supply them with good reading, 
be as bread cast upon the waters? 

Subscriptions will be received by William C. 
Cowperthwaite at Friends’ Bookstore, 304 
Arch Street, Philadelphia, at 25 cents a year 
per copy, three to one address for 60 cents, 
or six to one address for one dollar. 








A Newspaper’s Ministry. 

It is understood, according to the Lon- 
don Friend, that the London Daily News has 
come entirely into the hands of a prominent 
member of London Yearly Meeting, George 
Cadbury, together with T. P. Ritzema, who is 
proprietor of the Northern Daily Telegraph, 
and now also to be controlling manager of the 
Daily News. For some time the Daily News 
has given up inserting betting forecasts, but 
now all racing intelligence will be omitted. 
‘*As far as I am concerned,”’ said George Cad- 
bury to a reporter, ‘‘the policy which I de- 
sired to be adopted in the conduct of the 
Daily News is confined to the treatment of 
great social questions, the maintenance of a 
high journalistic tone, and an attitude of mod- 
eration in regard to those who hold other 
opinions. J do not believe in the policy of de- 
nunciation as a means to changing the views of 
opponents; we desire to show that we are right, 
and that is better accomplished by stating the 
case than by a process of denunciation.”’ 

This view of the worse than worthlessness 
of denunciation of opponents and the principle 
(fur which Christ said He was born) of bearing 
witness for the Truth, deserve our commen- 
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dation. It is hoped that the partner, who in 
conducting the Telegraph has ‘‘fearlessly ad- 
vocated national righteousness,”’ wil] realize as 
great success in the Daily News. And we are 
glad to hope that such leaven of Quakerism is 
still in operation as will give to the English 
public a newspaper of the character outlined 
by Jonathan Dymond: 


It is not easy to imagine the sum of advan- 
tages which would result if the periodical 
press not only excluded that which does harm, 
but preferred that which does good. Not 
that grave moralities, not especially that re- 
ligious disquisitions are to be desired; but 
that every reader should see and feel that the 
editor maintained an allegiance to virtue and 
to truth. You may relate the common occur- 
rences of the day in such a manner as to do 
either good or evil . . . The great desideratum 
is enlargement of views and purity of princi- 
ples. We want in editorial labors less of par- 
tisanship, less of petty squabbles about the 
worthless discussions of the day. We want 
more of the philosophy of politics, more of 
that grasping intelligence which can send a 
reader’s intelligence from facts to principles. 





Exit the Message, Enter the Essay. 


On two successive days the following two 
protests came to hand, the first of which car- 
ries its own lesson to the second: ‘‘It is 
time,’’ says Cora Wells Trow, in New York, 
“*to inaugurate a crusade against the benumb- 
ing, deadening paper reading habit so universal 
in women’s clubs. Since the first club was 
organized forty years ago clubwomen have pa- 
pered their way down the corridors of time. 
They have read long, dull essays enough. 


*“Now clubs cannot stand that forever. The 


ideal woman’s society would be one that im- 


posed a fine on every member who read an es- 
say, long winded or short winded, instead of 
standing up straight and saying what she had 
to say to her audience.” 

The second, as regards papering the walls 
of Zion, comes from a member of a distant 
Yearly Meeting and is as follows: ‘‘Our 
Yearly Meeting is so changed in the manner 
of holding it, in the standing and degree of 
convincement of those who rule it, in the al- 
most entire absence of waiting for the Day- 
spring, and in the popularizing essay-reading 
character of its sittings, that it has less and 
less attraction for some of us; and this year 
there is to be a further attempt to weaken it 
by autumn lessons in provincial centres, these 
to consist mostly of essays and debates, after 
the Summer School style . . .I [note] the ex- 
traordinary arrangement last week of having 
at their Quarterly Meeting at ——, the Bishop 
of H. to read them a paper!” 

A third extract now comes into view:— 
“Friends let all your Men’s and Women’s meet- 
ings be held in the power of God!’—George 
Fox. 





Third Mo. 15th, 1902 





For “ THE FRIEN»D.”’ 
The True Basis for Missions. 


Some time ago a Friend was traveling from 
Bristol to London where he had for a fellow- 


passenger a Roman Catholic priest. They 
talked about Quakerism when the priest said: 
‘*We read all your publications—your ‘*Quar- 
terly Examiner” and the rest (in Rome), and 
are glad to see that after two hundred years 
of holding to it, you have given up your foun- 
dation principle. You have established Home 
and Foreign Missions on the same basis as other 
sects. 

Any true Friend would go as far as to say 
‘*Establish missions, or any other thing, if you 
feel the clear leading of the Holy Spirit to do 
so.” 

Isaac Penington said, ‘‘You may easily act 
too much without the Spirit; you cannot act too 
much in the Spirit.” 

The message to the Church everywhere con- 
tinues to be (as it was to that of Thyatira for- 
merly) that each disciple must be faithful to 
his own call, not taking it upon him to ex- 
change with others, or to act upon the call 
given to others but not to him. 

There is no deceit more dangerous than 
pointing to great and weighty works as justi- 
fying our acting without the leading of Christ’s 
Spirit. Under the old law the Israelites were 
forbidden from sowing mingled seed. 

Surely this was meant for a lesson, and 
surely, too, if any man will sow mingled seed 
his being able to point to good grain springing 
up among tares or aught else will not excuse 
his act. - 





AMONG the occasional visitors at Caleb 
Peirce’s was A. W., then a young Friend of 
promise, who had recently been recommended 
as a minister. 

Once, when there, and engaged in serious 
conversation, he enlarged considerably upon 
his own experience and attainments, the de- 
gree of favor bestowed upon him, etc. After 
listening patiently for some time, Jane Peirce 
said ‘‘A——, one feeling of ‘I abhor myself in 
dust and ashes’ is worth more than all thee 
has spoken.’’ 

He paused a little, and replied, ‘‘Jane, | 
know it.” 

He afterward fell away —lost his gift—and 
sunk into insignificance, evidencing that there 
is no sure foothold for any disciple, but that 
which is found in the valley of humility; where 
the blessed Saviour always was, and where his 
servants must be, ever remembering the words 
of Paul, ‘‘As we were allowed of God to be 
put in trust with the gospel, even so we 
speak.”’ 


IT seems to me, says a late writer, there is 
no maxim for a noble life like this: Count 
always your highest moments your truest mo- 
ments. Believe that in the time when you 
were the greatest and most spiritual man or 
woman, then you were your truest self. Think 
of the noblest moment you ever passed, of the 
time, when, lifted up to the heights of glory, 
or bowed down to the depths of sorrow, every 
power that was in you was called forth to meet 
the exigency or to do the work. And then 
believe that the highest you ever have been 
you may be all the time, and vastly higher 
still, if only the power of the Christ can occu- 
py you and fill your life all the time. 
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Se For “ THE FRIEND.” 
Reminiscences. 
(Continued from page 267.) 

‘“‘Truth is not local, God alike pervades and 
fills the world of traffic, and the shades, and 
may be feared amidst the busiest scenes, or 
scorned where business never intervenes.”’ 

“The hand of the diligent shall bear rule; 
but the slothful shall be under tribute.” 

Of the truth of these maxims we have abun- 
dant proof in both ancient and modern times. 
In the latter we have practical examples in 
the lives and conversation and successful bus- 
iness careers of such men as Samuel Bettle, 
Sr., and Samuel Bettle, Jr., Henry Cope, and 
T. P. Cope, William and Thomas Evans and 
many other men who were in the world, but 
not of the world; men who above all things 
else were concerned ‘‘to have always a con- 
science void of offence towards God and to- 
ward men,” and were favored to keep the 
world and the things of the world under their 
feet. That business can be followed in the 
light of Truth there is no doubt; many times 
in the course of an active business career, 
when on the morning of a week day meeting 
surrounded by perplexities of an apparently 
insurmountable character, when the meeting 
hour arrived every thing was left behind as 
far as possible, and meeting attended. In sit- 
ting in silence where every thought and desire 
was, in some measure at least, brought in 
subjection to Him ‘‘who could make a world 
and yet in the lost depths of the wilderness 
leave not a flower unfinished?’ the clouds 
would be dispersed without any special effort 
of the mind, and on returning to business it 
has been found that the mind was clothed 
with a peaceful serenity which sometimes con- 
tinued throughout the, day. 

Gifts in the ministry, although accompanied 
by Divine authority, may be of a very different 
character. Riding once with our beloved 
friend James Emlen, be said it seemed as 
though Richard Jordan might have his dwelling 
on the seashore, he had to wade a long dis- 
tance sometimes before he got into deep water; 
“‘a Boanerges then was he.” 

Thomas Scattergood appeared to dwell, as 
it were, upon a rock; he stepped right off into 
deep water. 

Samuel Bettle, Sr.’s gift was logical and 
argumentative, proving every position he took. 
At a meeting in West Chester to which he 
wished the public invited, and he had before 
him a large and intelligent audience, he spoke 
of the doctrines of Friends, urged the import- 
ance of prayer and spoke particularly of bap- 
tism, proving clearly that it was of a spirit- 
ual and not of an outward nature. After pre- 
senting incontrovertible proofs of this truth 
he paused, and made the inquiry in an impres- 
Sive manner, ‘‘are not these things so?” Af- 
ter another pause he added, ‘‘I leave it, I leave 
it.”” On the street subsequently an observing 
man, who was met, made the inquiry, ‘‘Have 
you many men like that in your society ?”’ 

'homas Evans was by his Heavenly Father 
endowed with remarkable gifts of both tongue 
and pen. 

The ‘‘Friends’ Library ”of fourteen volumes 
edited by him and his brother William, his 
‘Concise Account of Friends,’’ and other val- 
uable works of a similar character will go 
down to posterity as standard authorities elu- 
Cidating the peculiar views of Friends in a 
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clear and comprehensive manner. His gift in 
the ministry was clear, convincing and impres- 
sive; a well remembered instance of this was 
in a Yearly Meeting in 1869, and is clearly 
related in an account recently received from 
our valued friend, Joseph S. Elkinton. 

In the course of this communication he used 
these words in an emphatic manner—‘‘ Friends, 
there is no such thing as going to heaven in 
velvet slippers.” 


**On Third-day morning of Yearly Meeting 
week, Thomas Evans delivered a powerful 
communication on the tendency there was to 
an outside religion in the world and in our So- 
ciety; he bore particular stress upon individ- 
uals undertaking to teach others religion, be- 
fore they became men and women of changed 
hearts themselves,—before their spiritua] eyes 
had been anointed to see, their spiritual ears 
unstopped, their tongues loosened, and their 
mouths rightly opened. 

‘‘He said we were told Early Friends were 
aggressive, which he did not deny, but what 
baptisms and conflicts of spirit the first went 
through, before they went forth and told of 
those things which their own eyes had seen 
and their own hands had handled of the good 
Word of Life, and what was their secret spring 
to action? 

***The Lord moved me,’ said George Fox, 
‘to go to this place or that place.’ 

‘*The feeling that attended was such as one 
might be willing to sit under a long time. It 
might have been felt the speaker had lately 
come out of the furnace himself seven times 
refined, and with all his powers was opposing 
the busy active spirit of the day... Much 
solemnity overspread.”’ 


We are also indebted to the same Friend 
for the following account of the exercises of 
our late valued friend, Sarah Emlen in Con- 
cord Quarterly Meeting held Eighth Month 20, 
1844. 

**Sarah Emlen preached particularly to the 
young people; some of whom she believed 
were preparing to be testimony bearers; but 
others were doing despite to the Spirit of 
Grace and were determined to do as they 
listed; to which class the effect of this course 
was pointed out. 

‘*In the Meeting for Discipline she returned 
the endorsement of the minute granted her, to 
visit England, etc., and stated that she had 
visited all the meetings in Ireland, including 
the Yearly Meeting, the General Meetings for 
Scotland and Wales and other of their subor- 
dinate branches; many meetings in England, 
etc. 

‘She produced certificates from London and 
Dublin Yearly Meetings, of Ministers and El- 
ders, expressing unity with her religious la- 
bors, and commending her behavior among 
them, etc. 

‘After giving her account she proceeded to 
address the class she had spoken to in the first 
meeting; stating that when in a foreign land, 
and there seemed but a step between her and 
the grave, the young people of this Quarterly 
Meeting had been brought before her, with a 
view of the temptations to which some of 
them were peculiarly exposed, and she had in- 
terceded for them. She besought such to 
withstand the peculiar temptations that were 
now presented by the Grand Adversary of 
Souls, etc. 
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William Evans had a short communication 
on the power and manner of rightly holding a 
Quarterly Meeting. 

*‘Seven ministers from Philadelphia were 
present, who were all silent in the first meet- 
ing.” 

The following lines were intended to follow 
the tribute to Thomas P. Cope in the THE 
FRIEND of Second Month 22nd last: 

Of nature noble, yet humble too was he, 

Free from all guile and vain philosophy. 

Studious above all, his Master’s work to do, 

Safely he walked, this dark world through. 


> ____—_— 


THE CHRISTIAN WATCH.—Hannah C. Back- 
house attended London Yearly Meeting in 
1800, being at that time a gay young woman 
of nineteen years, and but little associated 
with plain Friends. 

After writing of her enjoyment in seeing 
such ‘‘and the happy state of mind they 
seemed to enjoy,” she further states: ‘‘It 
made me earnestly desire to be like them, 
though it has not yet persuaded me to endeav- 
or to be so. I saw the most eminently sweet, 
angelic woman | ever beheld—Mary Capper.* 
Her countenance expressed the beauty of the 
human mind when it is without weeds.” 

H. C Backhouse had devoted herself to 
drawing and painting, and felt a great ambi- 
tion to be an artist; but in her twenty-first 
year she wrote: ‘‘A mind kept on the Chris- 
tian’s watch, is, I think, but little capable of 
entering into the spirit of the ‘Fine Arts.’ ’’ 
And shortly after, ‘‘l have felt during this 
day the difficulty of keeping free from the 
spirit of the world in the society of those who 
possessed all the charms of its accomplish- 
ments; and how almost impossible it would 
be for me to be preserved, without the man- 
ners and appearance of a Friend; which are, I 
do firmly believe, a strong bulwark; but like 
all bulwarks, if a constant watch is not kept, 
the place and the bulwark may easily be 
taken.” 

Communicated. 

RIDICULE about serious things is a weapon 
that the devil at times puts into the hands of 
his servants when other means fail in the 
accomplishment of his seductive purposes. 
It is an acceptable weapon to men and women 
bent on overthrowing a truth they can’t other- 
wise get out of the way in their quest for 
liberty. Aimed at the wicked it not only 
fails to win, but adds fresh fuel to the flame 
of selfishness that burns in unregenerate 
hearts. Aimed at the righteous it is a sin 
against heavenly processes chosen by God to 
bring about a ‘‘more excellent way.” Though 
I may not see its value, the respect I feel 
for a good man’s scruple, I find is of God and 
forbids ridicule. Another man’s scruple may 
not be mine, but if it be part of a holy life 
and tends to pureness even incidentally, it 
may bring me to thoughtfulness of my own 
course, and I find it a goodly state when ‘‘the 
reproof of the righteous is unto me as an ex- 
cellent oil.” 

The coarseness of a ribald caricature and 
the more refined ridicule of a book or maga- 
zine article, spring from the same source— 
these and the flippant joke all bespeak a prac- 

*A memoir of this dedicated servant of the Lord is pub- 


lished and may be had at Friends’ Book Store, No. 304 
Arch Street, Philadelphia. 
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tical voidance of the many holy scriptural 
pleas for patience. ‘‘Let patience have its 
perfect work’’ falls still-born on the heart 
chilled with impatience. Indeed ridicule fine- 
ly draped does more harm than the coarser 
sort—’twere better for the thrower of it had 
he never been born, than to turn a timid child 
just entering a holy career, from an opening 
path of service for the Master. 


—_—__rom = 


Communicated. 


TRUST. 
(Psalm Ixii: 8.) 
Oh, trust when dark clouds gather, 
When billows round thee roll, 
When the heart grows faint with fear and dread, 
And anguish fills thy soul. 
When thunders roar and lightnings flash, 
And darkness hides the light, 
Oh, trust, have faith, and still believe 
God’s ways are always right. 


No stormy tempest e’er can mar 
His loving care for thee, 

Though now thou mayst not understand, 
Or his blest purpose see. 

Yet by and by, when time is o’er, 
The wherefore thou shalt know, 

Then see these trials all were sent 
Because He loved thee’so. 


Doth not our Father feed the birds ? 
Doth He not clothe the flowers ? 

And looking down in tend’rest love 
He notes thy saddened hours, 

He sees the path is hedged around, 
The future way is dim ; 

But dear one, oh remember this, 
’Tis dear and bright to Him. 


Though human love may fail thee 
And earthly ties be riven, 

God's grace will in the needful hour 
Abundantly be given. 

His love is “everlasting ;” 
Take courage, lift thine eyes ! 

These trials our dear Father sends 
Are blessings in disguise. 


Although we may not comprehend 
God’s perfect, holy will, 

Yet his the part to save, sustain ; 
Ours to trust Him and be still, 

Under the heavenly Potter’s hand, 
Submissive let us rest, 

Assured that whatsoe’er He does, 
Is wisest, right and best. 


Beyond the cloud shines forth the sun, 
Daybreak succeeds the night, 

And though the coming days seem dark, 
Soon shall thy way be bright. 

Soon shall the “ shadows flee away,” 
Thy heart with joy be filled, 

When sorrow’s surging sea of pain 
Shall by God's word be stilled. 


So trust when troubles round thee press, 
Lean hard upon the word, 
“Together all things work for good 
To those who love the Lord.” 
Rest sweetly on the promise 
Of thy never-failing Friend, 
“Lo, Iam with you alway,” 
Yea, “even to the end.” 


The Lord will ne’er forsake his own 
Trust Him, He’s ever near, 
His strong and mighty arm will save, 
What then hast thou to fear ? 
“Look not around or be dismayed,” 
Go forward in his might, 
Trust Him till breaks the glorious morn, 
“When faith is last in sight.” 
HELEN E. Woop. 
WEXFORD, Ireland, Second Month, 1894. 


THE FRIEND. 


For “THe FRIEND.” 


The Bible. 


(Continued from page 269.) 

The work of Professor McCurdy above al- 
luded to and quoted from is a narrative of the 
ancient history of the Semitic peoples in its 
bearing upon the history uf Israel which it in- 
cludes and involves. In tracing this he 
reaches backward as we have seen far beyond 
the Mosaic epoch by means of records only 
fully brought to light within the past half 
century. He is able to trace a list of Kings 
of Babylon from Sargon above named down to 
Nebudchadnezzar who is mentioned in 2 Kings 
xxiv, and who reigned about 600 B. C.; thus 
cumprising a period of more than three thou- 
sand years. ‘The Bible account in 2nd Kings 
and that of 2 Chronicles xxxvi states that Neb- 
uchadnezzar King of Babylon came with his 
armies and took Jerusalem and Judah, then 
reigning king Jehoakim as a captive to Baby- 
lon; and finally after setting up Jehoakim and 
Zedekiah successively as kings of Judah’s and 
they revolting against him, the King of Baby- 
lon utterly overthrew the Jewish kingdom and 
carried away many thousands of their people 
as captives to his own land with the orna- 
ments and treasures of the temple. Here 
they remained until seventy years were passed 
in fulfilment of the prophecies of Jeremiah as 
a punishment for their obstinate idolatry and 
wickedness, until the advent of Cyrus, king 
of Persia, who had conquered Babylon. 

With regard to the correlative light thrown 
upon these events in Old Testament history by 
the late discoveries we may instance the allu- 
sions in so many of the inscriptions and tab- 
lets to Nebuchadrezzar (as his name is now 
mostly spelled). Dr. Peters states in his ac- 
count of his visit to Babylon in the year 1889, 
that all the bricks dug up from the great 
mounds which mark the site of the buried city 
bear the name of Nebuchadrezzar. In the 
clay cylinders of Nebuchadrezzar found by 
Sir Henry Rawlinson in the corners of the zig- 
gurat (or tower) of Birs Nimrud we read: 
“*Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, the right- 
ful ruler, . . . the beloved of Nebo, the wise 
prince, who devotes his care to the affairs of 
the great gods . . . the son and heir of Nabo- 
polassar, king of Babylon, am I... . Timi- 
nanki the ziggurat of Babylon I built and 
completed; of brick glazed with lapis-lazuli | 
erected its summit. At that time the house 
of the seven divisions of heaven and earth, the 
ziggurat of Borsippa which a former king 
had built and carried up to the height of 
forty-two ells but the summit of which he had 
not erected had long since fallen into decay 
. . . ““The great lord Marduk moved my heart 
to rebuild it. Its place I changed not, and 
its foundation I altered not... | rebuilt the 
unbaked bricks of its terraces and its encasing 
bricks which were broken away and I raised 
up that which was fallen down. My inscrip- 
tions I put upon the kiliri of its buildings.” 

Dr. Peters remarks respecting the above, 
‘*the striking similarities of this story to that 
of the Tower of Babel, (as recorded in Gene- 
sis xi) are the extremely ambitious nature of 
this ziggurat of Borsippa which Nebudchad- 
rezzar found in ruins and the fact that after 
it had been raised to a great height the work 
was abandoned, leaving the building in such 
an incomplete condition that its ruin was in- 
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evitable. He built it over entirely and made 
it a seven staged ziggurat or tower. It is 
the ruins of Nebuchadrezzar’s ziggurat which 
constitute the present Birs Nimrud, and the 
explorations which have been conducted there 
revealed the seven stages still existing. ‘‘How 
long before the time of Nebuchadrezzar it had 
fallen into such a condition it is impossible 
from our present information to say. But 
whatever the date, Nebuchadrezzar’s account 
of the ruins of this ziggurat corresponds so 
well with the story of the eleventh chapter of 
Genesis that one is inclined to attach that 
story, at least tentatively, to this ruin. The 
proximity of the site to Babylon led to its con- 
nection with that well known name, Babel, in 
the Hebrew story.”” Dr. Peters took a pho- 
tograph of the great mound and tower above 
it which is given in his first volume. Of it he 
remarks, ‘‘the lowest stage of the tower as 
shown by the excavations, consisted of a very 
high terrace of sundried bricks on which were 
similar terraces faced with baked bricks. On 
the summit of the whole structure there is 
now a curious mass of baked bricks looking 
like a tower split in two. This is somewhat 
more than forty feet in height.” 

The Sargon above alluded to as king of Ba- 
bylon in the earliest years of the history of 
the Chaldean nation was not the monarch of 
that name mentioned in Isaiah xx in these 
words—‘‘In the year that Tartan came unto 
Ashdod (when Sargon the king of Assyria sent 
him) and fought against Ashdod and took it; 
at the same time spake the Lord by Isaiah the 
son of Amoz.’’ This is the only place in Scrip- 
ture where the name of ‘‘Sargon” is to be 
found; and not until the unearthing of the 
ruins of Babylon and Nineveh have the histo- 
rians been able to discover his place and ac- 
tions in Assyrian annals. Indeed, so obscure 
did he seem that some critics doubted the ex- 
istence of such a character. Now, however. 
there is abundant evidence of it, and McCurdy 
in his second volume (book 8 Chap. Ist) de- 
tails Sargon 2nd’s enterprises and wars in 
full. He remarks respecting the above refer- 
ence to Tartan’s attack on Ashdod: ‘‘In 711 
B. C. we have to note the famous expedition 
to Ashdod, of which special account is taken, 
not only by Hebrew prophecy, but also by 
King Sargon himself. Besides other notices 
he has left an inscription devoted solely to 
that enterprise.” He also states that a mono- 
lith of Sargon with an inscription on it has 
been found in the Island of Cyprus which is 
now in the Berlin Museum. He founded a 
city a few miles north of Nineveh, now known 
as Khorsabad, where he created a magnificent 
palace, which has remained since its excava- 
tion and exploration by Botta in 1844 and 
Place in 1852 the most complete representa- 
tion of Assyrian architecture which has been 
preserved tous. This palace was occupied by 
Sargon 2nd, whom McCurdy speaks of as ‘‘the 
most powerful ruler and greatest benefactor 
whom Assyria had yet known.”’ In the year 
706 B. C., and in the summer of the next 
year he died by the hand of an assassin. 

Sarguns’s successor on the throne of Assyria 
was Sinacherib, famous in Bible history as re- 
corded in Isaiah 36th and 37th Chapters and 2 
Kings Chapters 18th and 19th for his invasion 
of Judah and Jerusalem when Hezekiah was 
king in the year 710 B. C. King Hezekiah in 
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his distress, when Rabshakeh, the general of 
the Assyrian army, summoned him to surren- 
der the City of Jerusalem to Sinacherib, sent 
to the Prophet Isaiah for his advice and inter- 
cession with Jehovah for their relief, and 
was assured by the word of the Lord that the 
king of Assyria should not come into the city 
nor shoot an arrow there. ‘‘Then the Angel 
of the Lord went forth and smote in the camp 
of the Assyrians one hundred and eighty-five 
thousand; and when they arose early in the 
morning, behold they were all dead corpses. 
So Sinacherib king of Assyria departed and 
went and returned and dwelt at Nineveh.’’ 

Of this expedition a very explicit account 
has been found inscribed on what is known as 
the ‘‘Taylor Cylinder,” a clay tube found 
among the Assyrian ruins, and described in 
Rawlinson’s Cuneiform Inscriptions, Vol. 1, 
38. In this narrative Sinacherib speaks of 
various countries and cities in Palestine and 
Syria which he conquered whose names are fa- 
miliar to Bible readers. He alludes to ‘‘He- 
zekiah the Judaite who had not submitted to 
my yoke; forty-six of his fenced cities and 
fortresses and small towns in their vicinity 
without number, I besieged and took. As 
for himself, like a caged bird in Jerusalem I 
shut him up.” He also tells of a tribute of 
gold and silver, and other treasures that he 
exacted of Hezekiah, prior to the above events 
as stated in 2nd Kings xviii: 18 to 16. He 
makes no reference to the remarkable pesti- 
lence that destroyed his immense army as 
stated in the Bible record. We must bear in 
mind, however, that these chronicles of their 
warlike deeds and conquests left by the an- 
cient kings are intended to glorify their mem- 
ory in the estimation of posterity, and natur- 
ally they would not record events that might 
be adverse to such a reputation. 

(To be continued.) 


THE CROCUS'S SOLILOQUY. 








BY HANNAH F. GOULD. 





Down in my solitude under the snow, 
Where nothing cheering can reach me, 

Here, without light to see how to grow, 
I'll trust to Nature to teach me. 


I will not despair, nor be idle, nor frown, 
Locked in so gloomy a dwelling ; 
My leaves shall run up and my roots shall run 
down, 
While the bud in my bosom is swelling. 


Soon as the frost will get out of my bed, 
From this cold dungeon to free me, 

Up will I peer with my bright little head ; e 
All will be joyful to see me. 


Then from my heart will young petals diverge, 
As rays of the sun from their focus ; 

I from the darkness of earth will emerge, 
A happy and beautiful Crocus. 


Gayly arrayed in my yellow and green, 
When to their view I have risen, 

Will they not wonder how one so serene 
Came from so dismal a prison ? 


Many, perhaps, from so simple a flower 
This little lesson may borrow-- 

Patient to-day, through its gloomiest hour, 
We come out the brighter to-morrow. 


_————e Ss 


“JUDGE thyself with the judgment of sin- 
cerity, and thou wilt judge others with a judg- 
ment of charity.” 


For “ Tug Frignp.” 


Counsels from True Witnesses. 
(Continued from page 270.) 

“It is the inward Comforter who leadeth 
into all truth that we shall one day stand in 
need of. As there ought to be no careless 
delays in the great concern of working out 
our own salvation, so we had need to be very 
diligently engaged in waiting to be endowed 
with power from on high, because we are not 
able to do anything of ourselves, that will 
tend to our soul’s eternal welfare; but as we 
are diligently waiting upon God, He will give 
us strength, according to the service He shall 
require of us. His people have cause to say, 
He is not a hard master, for He will gather 
his lambs in his arms, and carry them in his 
bosom. Let us be willing to part with all the 
Lord requires us to part with, although it be 
as near as a right hand or a right eye. My 
friends, we have no continuing city here; let 
us therefore seek one that is to come, whose 
builder and maker isthe Lord. Let not those 
be discouraged that are truly concerned to la- 
bor in the Lord’s work. Although they may 
be but few in number, the time may come 
when more may be rightly engaged in it. Let 
us give up freely to serve the Lord in what- 
ever He requireth of us, for He requireth obe- 
dience to the manifestations of his will, both 
in male and female. I desire that those that 
are truly sensible of the want of laborers, may 
be concerned to pray the Lord of the harvest 
to send forth more laborers into his harvest 
and that we all may be truly concerned for the 
honor of (iod and for the promoting his truth, 
than for any outward enjoyment, and then the 
Lord will be with us in our exercises. We 
know not what any of us may have to go 
through, before our time in this world may 
come to an end, and when we come to lie on a 
bed of sickness, and expect our end to be 
nigh, nothing that this world can afford is 
worthy to be compared to peace of conscience. 
Let it be our great care to be so prepared 
for the coming of the Lord, that whether our 
days be few or many in this world whensoever 
the Lord shall be pleased to call us we may be 
ready.” 

The 14th of the Fifth Month.—‘‘ Although 
the Lord may be pleased to lead us through 
the valley of the shadow of death, yet we 
have cause to fear no ill as the eye of our 
minds is truly unto Him who is invisible; for 
He is near to his little ones, supports them in 
the deepest exercises that they are brought 
into; and therefore if the Lord be pleased to 
bring us down into Jordan, let us be willing 
to follow Him as often as He shall see meet 

. .. As the gold that is often tried, is made 
the purer from dross, so as we are rightly bowed 
under the great Refiner’s hand, we shall be 
made the more fit for his service. Let us pa- 
tiently wait to see the work carried on that 
is upon the wheel, that we may not be like 
the vessel that was marred in the hands of the 
potter, but may be formed according to the 
will of God, and purged from everything He 
hath a controversy against. 

And now the Lord is pleased once more to 
lift up the light of his countenance upon my 
poor soul; and in a sense thereof, | desire the 
praise, the glory and honor may be given to 
Him, to whom alone it belongs forever... 
Such is the goodness of God to those that 











wait upon Him, that He causes the dew to fall 
upon them that see theniselves in a thirsty 
land, until He is pleased to open the fountain 
for their refreshment. 
great duty to centre often to the fountain 


I believe it is our 


from whence our supplies come. In what 


state soever we are, the truth is the same in 


a time of sickness as it is in a time of health. 
I desire we may not be like the man that falls, 
being alone, but may know the everlasting 
arm to be underneath when we see ourselves 
in danger of falling. And as we have seen 
the good etfects of it many a time I desire we 
may be diligent in waiting for this holy arm. 
Let us wait tu know ourduty We have often 
heard that they that wait upon the Lord shall 
renew their strength. These come to see 
their duty and they also receive ability to per- 
form the same, although at times they may 
be so encompassed about that they see no way 


of deliverance until the Lord opens an eye in 


them to see it; yet the Lord will make way in 
his own time, for the deliverance of his people 
who trust in Him.”’ 

The 19th of the Fifth Month.—‘‘There is 
one thing in particular that I have observed 
in this time of weakness of body which I es- 
teem as a privilege among many others that I 
am made partaker of, and that is this: Those 
days when my affliction is greatest upon me, 
the Lord hath been pleased to favor me with 
the most plentiful visitation of his love, 
whether I have had company, or have been 
alone; so that thereby I have been encouraged 
willingly and patiently to bear these afflic- 
tions, being made sensible that the inward en- 
joyment of the goodness of God abundantly 
exceeds health of body, and those outward 
enjoyments that I am deprived of... It is 
the Lord alone that knows the wants of the 
poor in spirit, and is able to administer a suit- 
able supply according thereunto. He can 
make a little sufficient, until He is pleased to 
give more, as He made the little the widow 
had sufficient in the prophet’s time. Such was 
his goodness to her, that the barrel of meal 
did not waste nor the cruise of oil fail, until 
the time that the Lord sent rain upon the 
earth although it was such a time of scarcity, 
that she expected death was near... There- 
fore let us not murmur in a time of scarcity, 
nor yet be exalted above measure in a time of 
plenty; but let us remember, the hand that 
feeds us can withhold from us if He sees 


meet.” 
(To be continued.) 


THE SuRE RELIANCE.—‘‘The branch must 
abide in the vine, the oak in the soil, the 
child in its parents, the President in the laws 
of his nation, the Believer in Christ. To 
abide in Christ is to rest one’s hope in infinite 
strength, and to draw one’s life out of infinite 
goodness and love. Christ is the perfection, 
the Teacher, and the example of all goodness, 
the Source and Giver of eternal life, the power 
of God unto salvation.” 

‘*How the fallen creature man needs the 
interior light of God to strengthen his soul, 
and the promises of God to inspire his hope 
in every step of his pilgrimage!” 





—_— — 














PRESERVED fruits, in a state fit to be eaten, 
have been taken from the ruins of Hercula- 
neum. 


For ‘“‘ THE FRIEND.” 


Doukhobor Notes. 


A letter received from Frank Pedley, Super- 
intendent of Immigration, dated Ottowa, Feb- 
ruary 28th, 1902, contains the following: 
Referring to your letter of inquiry in regard to 
the live stock in the Doukhobor colonies I beg 
to send for your information the enclosed copy 
of areport dated the 19th inst. from the Com- 
missioner of Immigration, which I am sure 
you will consider satisfactory: 

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER OF IMMIGRATION, 
WINNIPEG, Manitoba, 19th February, 1902. 

Sir:—With reference to your letter of 29th 
ultimo No. 65101 Im’n, to Mr. Joseph Elkin- 
ton, 1 beg to report that I have had communi- 
cation with the various Doukhobor colonies 
and have met some of the leaders of those 
colonies within the past six or seven days, 
and I am now able to say that the live stock 
in the several Doukhobor colonies is in a thriv- 
ing condition; the sheep are standing the win- 
ter well, and they have already sold some of 
their young stock. In the Thunder Hill colony 
they have a good many lambs, and are selling 
some to the butcher at Swan River. The 
cattle in the colony are better looking than 
the cattle of other settlers, and the neighbors 
have been placing their young stock with the 
Doukhobors for the winter’s keep. 

The live stock at the Yorkton colonies are 
in first class condition and look well. Each 
village has quite a large herd, as well as a lot 
of horses, and towards the end of the year 
they will have a quantity of stock to sell. 

The Saskatchewan villages have also taken a 
number of other settlers’ cattle to winter. 
They will have some young stock for sale next 
year, but not this, and in this they are wise, 
as they are now in a position to hold their 
stock until they mature. 

From the above it is evident that the Douk- 
hobors have done well with their live stock, 
and their live stock is thriving and in splendid 
condition. 

Your obedient servant, 
(Sd.) J. OBED SMITH, 
Commissioner. 

FRANK PEDLEY, Esq., Sup’t of Immigration, 
Department of the Interior, Ottawa, Ont. 

From a letter previously received from J. 
Obed Smith I take the following: The reports 
from our agents lead me to believe the crops 
raised by the Doukhobors this year (1901) 
will be nearly, if not quite sufficient, for their 
own sustenance; in fact in the Rosthern dis- 
trict they have, I understand, marketed at 
least ten thousand bushels of grain this fall 
and they are not, as a rule, people who sell 
what they require for their own maintenance. 
Their condition is steadily improving, and I do 
not believe one-half the number of those who 
sought work outside the colonies in the year 
1901 will be looking forward to similar work 
next year. They have realized that there is 
money in farming in Canada, and being of a 
home-like peaceful disposition, they naturally 
would prefer to remain at home on their farms 
to seeking work elsewhere. There is plenty 
of work for all their men on railway construc- 
tion if they choose to go, but the fact that the 
most of them have gone home with their sum- 
mer’s earnings and do not desire any further 
work will be an indication of how well they have 
prospered. JOSEPH §. ELKINTON. 


THE FRIEND. 


The following, extracted from a letter from 
Commissioner Smith has been received, in re- 
sponse to inquiries made by the Philadelphia 
Committee; and it and the accompanying let- 
ter from the Minister of the Interior of Can- 
ada both convey full assurance of the pa- 
tience and kindness existing toward the Rus- 
sian exiles, and of a desire for their best wel- 
fare:— 

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER OF IMMIGRATION, 
WINNIPEG, MANITOBA. 
WILLIAM EVANS, 


Dear Sir:—I beg to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of the 27th ult, and appreciate 
to the full the desires of the Friends that the 
Doukhobors should be dealt with as leniently 
as possible, and this policy, which has been 
the aim of the Department in the past, will 
continue to be their aim in the future. Cir- 
cumstances have arisen, however, which not 
only compel us to render it advisable for the 
sake of the Doukhobors as well as others, that 
some definite effort should be made in order to 
compel them to conform to the regulations, 
but I am pleased to say our efforts have been, 
to a certain extent, successful. 

You will be pleased to hear that within the 
last two or three weeks one or two hundred 
entries have been made by the Doukhobors on 
the Saskatchewan, and we have made a start, 
—although at the present time, only five have 
responded,—in the Swan River Colony. The 
matter is being very seriously discussed there, 
and, at their request, I arranged an interview 
with the Minister of the Interior and two of 
their specially appointed delegates, and I now 
enclose to you a copy of a letter, containing 
the views and the decision of the Minister, 
which letter was eminently satisfactory to the 
delegates, and should enable them to overcome 
what feelings they may have against taking 
up the entry in the usual way. I have received 
delegates from the Swan River Colony, and 
also from the Saskatchewan Colony, and they 
have returned home perfectly satisfied with 
the assurances of the Department, and pre- 
pared to recommend all their fellows to take 
entries in the regular way. The most recalci- 
trant portion of this community live around 
Yorkton, and it has been my desire to fortify 
our position towards them by having the Swan 
River Colony and the Saskatchewan Colony 
take up their homesteads first, believing that 
my judgment is correct that, when these peo- 
ple see that their fellows in other colonies 
have done as they are requested to do, they 
will do likewise. With these few remarks I 
think the enclosed letter will lay bare to you 
the true position of affairs at the present 
time. 

We find it quite impossible to successfully 
conclude all these various difficulties in a 
concrete form, but must take each one sepa- 
rately, and the all important one is to secure 
the Doukhobors, in the land which the people 
of Canada are willing they should obtain free. 

1 am not in a position to state definitely the 
results of Mr. Sherbinin’s work at Rosthern; 
but it would appear from his connection with 
the delegations that have come here, and the 
resulting entries of hundreds thereafter, that 
he has already some influence with these 
people. 

It is quite true that some of them look 
upon him still with distrust but I have not 
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changed my opinion that I believe he wil] 
prove to be the right man in the right place, 
The rumor is correct that a very large body of 
Molokans are desiring to immigrate to Cana- 
da; in fact, we have at the present time some 
of their delegates; we have shown them land 
which they desire to occupy, in close proxim- 
ity to that of the Doukhobors on the Saskatche- 
wan River; but the difficulty appears to be to 
obtain the consent of the Russian Government 
to their departure. 

It appears that they have obtained the con- 
sent of the Government at St. Petersburg, 
but that the Governor of Tiflis has not yet 
made up his mind that he could allow them to 
go. From what I can gather, they have al- 
ready sold their buildings and are practically 
camped with their personal belongings, await- 
ing orders to move; but as it appears the cor- 
respondence of some of these people with Can- 
ada has got into the hands of the Governor 
last above mentioned, they fear that he will 
not give his consent to their removal, and it 
has become necessary on my part to urge 
every one on this side of the Atlantic to hold 
no communication by correspondence or other- 
wise with any of the Molokans. We have 
means of communicating with them which we 
hope will ultimately succeed in securing, at 
any rate, a very large portion of these veople 
and the matter is being prosecuted vigorously, 
and we hope to succeed. 

The general health of the Doukhobors is 
very good. Very few have had to secure 
treatment during the winter, and | think their 
health is infinitely better than at any time 
since they have been in the country. 

You will be pleased to hear that Mr. James 
S. Crerar, our agent at Yorkton, who was ser- 
iously ill in the hospital here for several 
weeks, suffering from typhoid fever, has so 
far recovered from his illness as to be able to 
walk about. Mentally he has been fit for 
some time; physically he has been unable to 
attend to his work; so that we have given him 
Mrs. Almonefsky’s services, at Yorkton, for 
the last two or three months. 

Again assuring the Friends of the good will 
of the Department towards the Doukhobors, 
and hoping that the enclosed correspondence 
may throw some light upon your enquiries | 
have the honor to be, 

Yours truly, 
(Signed) J. OBED Smita, Commissioner. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
WINNIPEG, MANITOBA, 15th February, 1902. 
To IVAN IVIN AND FEODOR SucHoruKOFrF, Del- 
egates from the Doukhobors of the Thunder 

Hill Colony: 

Gentlemen. —It is with much pleasure that ! 
have had an opportunity of speaking with you 
to-day and I would like to convey through you 
to the Doukhobors my high appreciation of 
the successful efforts you have made since 
coming to Canada. Some people on your ar- 
rival spoke against you; but my faith in your 
ability as farmers and as good honest people, 
was such, that I gave instructions to the offi- 
cers of the Department to afford your people 
every possible assistance in order to become 
successful farmers in Canada, and I am pleased 
to know from you that your villages are at 
the present time shipping such a large quan- 
tity of wheat to the market at Swan River. 

I sincerely trust that you will continue to be 
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successful; that you and your people may be homestead entry is to have each Doukhobor minds as to what_it means to take up a home- 
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healthy and happy; and you may assure them | put his name down for his homestead so that | stead entry for land in Canada. Of what use 


of the continued good-will of myself and the 
Government of Canada towards the Doukho- 
bors. 

There are several points in connection with 
the home-steading of lands which you have 
discussed with me to-day, and at your request, 
[| write this letter regarding the same. My 
Department gives to every male over eighteen 
years of age a piece of land (160 acres) 
free of charge, except the entry fee of $10; 
but as these entries can only be recorded in 
the Swan River Land Office, that is the place 
to which all persons go when seeking free 
land in your locality, and when they go to Mr. 
Harley and they find no Doukhobor names en- 
tered for homesteads on these Jands, Mr. Har- 
ley has no power to prevent these strangers, 
or any other person, from taking the land. 
It is, therefore, absolutely necessary for your 
own protection against outsiders, that you 
should make individual entry for the land; and 
at the expiration of the three years you can 
do as you like with the same, either conveying 
it to some person as trustee of the village, or 
conveying it to any community of persons, as 
trustees for the villages or the Doukhobor 
community. Once the entry is made by an in- 
dividual Doukhobor, and by cultivating a cer- 
tain portion of the land in the Reserve, he is 
entitled to the land, he can give the same to 
any person or any trustees that he may choose. 

[ understand that there are amongst you a 
few people who object to making an individ- 
ual entry for homestead. I do not understand 
why these people refuse the free gift of land 
by the Canadian Government, as my Govern- 
ment promised your people before they left 
Russia, that this would be done; and when I 
offer the land to you free of charge, it is re- 
fused by some of them. I am pleased to see, 
however, that a large number are not ungrate- 
ful, nor unmindful of the interests of their 
community, and that most of the Doukhobors 
will make their entry for homesteads, even 
though they afterwards give the land to trust- 
ees. And I have decided that those who will 
take their homesteads and accept of free land 
from the Government, may live together in one 
or more villages; and, instead of being com- 
pelled to cultivate each quarter section held 
by each Doukhobor, that the land around the 
village itself may be cultivated, and the work 
which otherwise would be required on each 
individual homestead may be done altogether 
around the village. But it would not be fair 
that those who take up their homesteads and 
live in their village should be troubled with 
those who will not do so; and as those who do 
not ‘ake up a homestead will not be protected 
by the Government after the first of May of 
this year, they will simply have to leave the 
villages to those who take up the homesteads 
and buy land elsewhere from some other per- 
son. If for instance, a village wants fifty 
homesteads around the village. | will be satis- 
fied if the amount of improvements required 
on each quarter-section is done around the vil- 
lage, only for the whole fifty. This would en- 
able all those in the village to live together 
and to work together in and around the vil- 
lage, without being compelled to go a long 
way out to their individual] homesteads. 

The most important ‘part. about making a 
































































































































no stranger may take it from him; and, as it 
may be inconvenient for some of you to pay 
the ten dollar fee required from each at pres- 
ent, I will agree that if the entries are made 
at once, that payment of the ten dollar fee in 
each case on the first of December, 1902, will 
be sutisfactory to the Department. 

You have asked me about the taxes on the 
land, and so far as I know there is not at 
present any other tax on your lands than two 
dollars and fifty cents for each homestead, 
which is imposed by the Local Government of 
the Territories for the purpose of helping to 
make roads in your own districts, and, when 
this money is used for that purpose, I do not 
think any reasonable Doukhobor can object. 
As the law stands at present, and it has been 
the same for years, a school district can only 
be formed when the people who will live in 
the proposed school district ask that such 
school district shall be formed; and a Munici- 
pality is only formed when the lands within 
the limits of the proposed Municipality have 
grown to be of such value and have so many 
people living thereon, that a Municipality is 
required, to furnish more roads and bridges; 
but in the case of a Municipality, and in the 
case of a school district in your Reserve, all 
the officers of the school district and of the 
Municipality would be Doukhobors, and they 
would only place such taxes upon you as you 
would allow them to impose. If there is no 
need for the formation of a Municipality, then, 
under the law as it stands, a certain. portion 
of your land may be especially formed into a 
local improvement district, but in this case 
also, the overseer or master of the local im- 
provement district would be elected by your 
people, so you see, should municipalities, 
school districts or local improvement districts 
be formed in your Reserve, that, as the Taw 
now stands, your own people would be the offi- 
cers, and have control of them all. 

I believe there is no land under the sun 
where there is more liberty and tolerance in 
regard to religious and material matters than 
in Canada. I would like the Doukhobors to 
feel that there is no undue restraint upon 
them regarding these matters, although there 
are certain laws which have been found ben- 
eficial in every country of the world, and to 
every class of people in Canada, and will no 
doubt be beneficial to the Doukhobors also; 
and the strong hand of the law which protects 
you and your families from danger, is the 
same strong hand which requires that the law 
shall be carried out in every case without fear 
or favor. I think your people have only to 
look around Canada and see the contented, 
prosperous condition of her people, to realize 
that you are welcome here; and that our laws 
are such that any person loving liberty and 
equality can cheerfully conform to. 

I regret that there should have been at any 
time amongst you two or three people who 
misunderstood the character of Canadian laws, 
or have misrepresented the Government and 
its officials to you; and I believe that you may 
safely trust the officials of my Department in 
any and all matters, and rely upon them that 
they will willingly do no injury to your con- 
science or your principles. 

I fear there is some misconception in your 


| is land, anywhere in the world, unless it is oc- 

cupied and cultivated? Be the Doukhobor 
community, or any other community, ever so 
| Strong, they could not remove a single acre of 
| the land itself, as they might dispose of a 
| cow, or a wagon load of wheat. All any per- 
son in Canada can obtain, is the right to occu- 
py and cultivate the land, and the right to 
keep any other person from interfering with 
that privilege. Taking a homestead entry 
means that you have the right to occupy and 
cultivate the homestead; to grow and remove 
the crop therefrom; and no one has any right 
to interfere with the fruits of your labors. 

I trust 1 have made these matters quite 
clear to you, and so far as homesteads are 
concerned the people of Canada give you the 
land free, and all that I now ask is that you 
will protect yourselves against strangers tak- 
ing the land from you, by making the entry in 
the Land Office, as at least one hundred and 
fifty Doukhobors have already done, in the 
colonies on the Saskatchewan River. 

Assuring you of my continued respect for 
the Doukhobors, I am your obedient servant, 

(Sd.) CLIFFORD SIFTON, 
Minister of the Interior. 


‘ 





‘ 





Lonc Run By A Mouse.—A very strange 
accident that befell a mouse is thus reported 
by the Albany Express: A wheelman hung his 
bicycle from the ceiling of his cellar, not far 
from a swinging shelf on which food was kept. 
A mouse jumped from the wall tu the tire of 
the front wheel, evidently hoping thereby to 
reach the shelf. The wheel started, and the 
mouse naturally ran toward the highest part 
of it. It was able to stay on the top of the 
tire, but couldn’t get enough of a foothold to 
jump to the wall. When found next morning 
it was very much exhausted, though still run- 
ning. The cyclometer showed that it had trav- 
eled over twenty-eight miles. 


Items Concerning the Society. 


As Yearly Meeting Procedure is a current topic, 
some reference to methods adopted in bygone 
years may be of interest. The following is ex- 
tracted from a small manuscript book lent to the 
Devonshire House Library by the late C. Stanfield 
Wilson, which describes the opening of the Yearly 
Meeting of 1753: 

“6mo. 11. In ye afternoon at 4 begun the first 
Meeting for business, wch. proceeded as follows: 
first, the Yearly Meeting begun by reading ye pre- 
amble: then ye Meeting was acquainted, that it 
fell to the northern district to chuse a clerk, which 
counties was called over and their representatives 
Names put down: then those County Representa- 
tives were ordered into ye chamber to pitch upon 
a clerk: which while we were doing the old clerk 
went on calling ye remainder of ye counties over : 
we returned William Dilworth for clerk, who was 
acceptable. Then the committee of appeals was 
appointed the committee for auditing 
ye Yearly Meeting Accts was appointed : then the 
Sufferings were called for, and it was proposed to 
print A. Pearson’s great case of Tythes. 

- + « @committee was appointed io draw ye 
Yearly Meeting Epistle and consider the state of 
ye Sufferings and inspect them. the Meeting ad- 
journed till to-morrow at three and broke up at 
half-past seven.” —London Friend. 





Francis C. Brading, Secretary of the London 





